President\u27s Lecture Series features cultural, social analyst by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-24-1998 
President's Lecture Series features cultural, social analyst 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "President's Lecture Series features 
cultural, social analyst" (1998). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 15766. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/15766 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
i M? Montana
^  "The University o fco 1m|  J
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
Nov. 24, 1998
Contact: Michel Valentin, associate professor of foreign languages and literature, 243-2301. 
PRESIDENT’S LECTURE SERIES FEATURES CULTURAL, SOCIAL ANALYST 
MISSOULA—
A world-renowned cultural and social analyst will be featured during the next installment 
of the 1998-99 President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana—Missoula.
Slavoj Zizek is senior researcher at the Institute for Social Sciences at the University of 
Ljubljana in Slovenia. His free lecture, “The Repressive Tolerance o f Multiculturalism,” will be 
held Thursday, Dec. 3, at 8 p.m. in the University Theatre.
Zizek also will give a faculty seminar titled “Perversion Is Not Subversion: Social 
Aspects of Cyberspace” from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, in the law schools’s Castles 
Center. This seminar will double as a philosophy forum for UM’s philosophy department.
Michel Valentin, associate professor of foreign languages and literatures, was 
instrumental in bringing Zizek to campus. Valentin said Zizek is a radical thinker and prolific 
author.
“I first heard him speak in Paris, and I was flabbergasted by the power of this man,” 
Valentin said. “He uses philosophy and post-modern theory and applies that to popular culture. 
He uses psychoanalysis to understand aspects of popular culture, such as ‘Titanic,’ ‘Robocop’ or 
whatever.”
Currently a visiting instructor at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Zizek is the 
founder and president of the Slovene Society for Psychoanalytic Theory. In the late 1980s and
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early 1990s, he was politically active in Slovenia’s Liberal-Democratic Party, running for the 
Slovene presidency in 1990. He was Slovenia’s ambassador of science in 1991.
During the past 15 years, Zizek has participated in more than 250 international 
philosophical, psychoanalytical and cultural-criticism symposiums in 22 countries around the 
world. He has authored 10 books in English, and his works have been translated into many 
languages.
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